
 

 

 

 

 

KEEPING YOU CONNECTED WITH WHAT GOD IS DOING AT OSAC 

You are my God 

I will give you Thanks 
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And their off… 
September 2021 saw the restart of Children and Youth ministries. Pastor Lise and Pastor Ryan were overjoyed to 

welcome your children back into the building!! In the first week of Sunday School Pastor Lise welcomed 53 children 

between both services. She also restarted the 56ers program. The Game Show event on Sept 24 hosted 25 delighted 

children  who played games like LET’S MAKE A DEAL, marshmallow toss, and cap stacking to name a few. Oct 22 the 

kids participated in Olympic Games COVID style.  We are currently looking for VOLUNTEERS to help out in Sunday 

school. What a great way to get involved and serve one another. Please see Pastor Lise if you can help. 
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Sr. and Jr. High are well on their way. Both groups welcome students from our community and our 

congregation. Sr. High has begun a 9 week Youth Alpha program. Youth Alpha creates a space to explore the 

big questions of life in a fun, safe and friendly way. Students will enjoy some food, and a time to ask some of 

life’s tough questions… where there is never a wrong question to be asked. Jr. Youth has a mix of games, prayer, 

prizes, snacks, discussions, devotions and worship music. Despite the masks and some gathering restrictions, the 

youth leaders are full of creative ideas to keep pace with the craziness of the students. Pray that our students will be 

salt and light wherever they are!  

            FALL/ WINTER SCHEDULE  

 
Friday, Nov 19 MOVIE NIGHT 

7:00-8:30PM 
Meet at the Church 

 
Friday, Dec 17 CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Meet at the Church 
 
 

Please go to the church website and sign 
up online to let us know you are coming! 

Limit of 25 per event. 

56ers 



 

 

 Check, Check, one, two… these are a few of the words that you can hear from the worship team at 7:30am Sunday mornings before the 

morning service begins, while perhaps you haven’t even gotten out of bed yet. Gary Byers bustles around the sanctuary trying to get 

everyone’s mics set to their personal liking and configuring and tweaking gismos and gadgets (Ha-ha… I’m sure there are more technical 

names).  Gary remarks “what I like about the media team is that it’s a TEAM. I get a lot of joy helping the worship teams and pastors get 

the word out there. This church is the best equipped in town. The drive OSAC has to be equip is 

excellent.” 

Gary Donald Byers was born and raised in Arkwright ON, just down county Rd 17 towards Burgoyne, 

ON on his families beef farm and attended high school in Port Elgin. He has been married to his wife 

Wendy for 17 years and they have 4 children, and 9 grandchildren ranging from 5yrs – 9yrs. He will 

be celebrating his 60th birthday milestone this coming December.   

10 years ago Gary Buyers was approached by John and Linda Hawkins, they asked him if he would be 

interested in a year contact to work in OSAC’S sound and media ministry. Well here we are 10 yrs. 

later and happy to say he’s still with us. While Gary continues to help in our media ministry long past 

his year contract. Through conversations and guidance from Tim Bergman (former Creative 

Communications Pastor, in 1996 he accepted the Lord into his life.  When Pastor Kendall Schmitke 

came he continued to disciple him. Gary has enjoyed and helped with numerous concerts and events 

indoors and outdoors hosted by the church. “I’ve been growing with the church through their media 

needs, YouTube, live stream. My main role is in house audio and Steve Fawcett takes care of 

YouTube live stream. …I’m the media team “Grandfather.” 

Gary first started in the Sound business in 1985 while working at CFSO radio station. He started dabbling in sound at outdoor events like 

plowing matches and fishing derbies. In 1987 Fish Finder Radio (original business name) was founded.  After a few years of confusion over 

the business name he rename it Gary Byers Sound and Lighting. Wilf Van Dyke is the gifted cartoonist who crated his business logo. 

I thought I’d have a little fun with Gary and ask him a few ‘get to know you questions’… let the prying begin! 

What are some rewarding things about getting older? 

I don’t know, I’m still working at it. The experiences I guess I experience, as I get older things from my past start to all make sense. All the 

stuff that I’ve been through “THE AW HA MOMENTS” they seem to happen more often. 

How have you been affected by the pandemic? 

My business was down, no events, the company has collected mothballs. Personally it has helped me expand my horizons and made me 

realize it’s not all about work. I found that I didn’t always have to be working at hyper speed. I was able to spend more time connecting and 

reconnect with my family. COVID allowed me to refocus. 

What makes you the most happiest? 

SUNDAYS!! I get the most of doing my little pieces to get the Words of Jesus out there. 

Are there any God moments in your life that you’d like to share? 

So many moments… that I know that are not just dumb luck.... I know that God has saved my life a couple of times. One time during a sound 

set up at Kelso beach. I was just about to connect some wires and I heard a voice telling me to STOP. I listened, then went to check some 

other wires that were still plugged in. I could have died. WOW GOD IS GOOD! 



 

What would be your go to song at a karaoke night? 

I wouldn’t even go to a Karaoke night! I hate karaoke… If I went I would just listen to others. 

Have you ever had a nickname… If so what is it? 

My favorite is  “GRANDPA” but I’ve had a few; Fishy, Gigs, Zesty. 

How would your friends describe you? 

I’d hope they’d say that I’m good to be around. That I’m willing to help, supportive, good listener and a guy who is always willing to lend a 

hand. 

I hope, that I’ve turned up the volume on Gary’s life so you could hear and know this irreplaceable and remarkable member of our media 

team. He lives out his faith lending a hand with a grateful heart that is daily amazed by the beauty and power of our Lord. He comes in each 

Sunday morning and quietly does his job but; you may to hear his hearty infectious laugh filling the sanctuary as he watches one of Pastor 

Lise’s or hears one of Pastor Ryan’s jokes.  I had such a good time chatting with my longtime friend Gary. I’ve said it before but not in a 

while; Grey Byers, THANK YOU AND I THINK YOU’RE AMAZING!! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, 

immovable, always abounding in the work of 

the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor 

is not in vain. 

1 Corinthians 15:58 

 



 

 

Seasons: lobbezoo Update  



Eye-Spy 
 

We’ve been looking at each other’s eyes for about 19 months now!! I want to SEE if you can identify 

members of our congregation by their eyes only. How well do you know your friends and family?  I 

made it a little easy for you… All you need to do is match the name with the number. 
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The light of the body is the eye: if 
therefore thine eye be single, thy 
whole body shall be full of light 
Matthew 6:22 
 

 

COME SEE ME IN THE OFFICE FOR THE CORRECT ANSWERS…GOOD LUCK 

 

 

 

10 

12 13 

14 15 

NAMES NUMBERS 
Gary Byers  
Jim Cunningham  
Cheryl Davis  
Greg Farrow  
Kate Marshall  
Joel McCallum  
Ian Mitchell  
Lise Mitchell 
Jeff McKay 
Max Stein 
Carl Stewart 
Leigh Strutton 
Sierra Symone 
Eve Tudor 
Jim Wilson 
Deb Wood 
 

 

 

11 

16 



 

Gifts within 
Written by Jill McFadden-Bartley -2021 

 

The stores all shuttered, what gift could I bring? 

No time to order, I hadn’t a thing. 

In silence I paused for a moment or two 

and heard a voice say,  “the Gift is YOU!” 

I longed for more guidance, “The gift is me?” 

Crying out to Creator, “Please help me to see”. 

“Look within,” spoke the voice, “you have all that you need, 

Give a piece of yourself -your heart you should heed. 

What can your hands do, and where go your feet? 

Bring your joy and your pain, what need can you meet? 

Are you able to listen?  What see your eyes? 

You’re a gift wrapped in skin – a unique disguise. 

So be who you are – do what you do best. 

Go be a blessing and prepare to be blessed! 

Bake a treat, write a note, maybe make that phone call. 

Engage in a walk, share a book, give your all. 

You have gifts you’ve been given, discover each one. 

Wrap them up as a present – partake in the fun. 

Your gift is YOU, so give it away. 

Use it or lose it, do not delay” 

The heavens resounded, a childlike beat on a drum, 

as I pondered the gift of a pa rum, pum, pum, pum. 

 

 

 



 

Thank you  

 

Hi Owen Sound Alliance Church, 

I want to thank you for your support, both financially 

and prayer during my internship at Toronto Alliance 

Church this past summer.  

 

 

 

 

I am very grateful for the time I had to spend working in 

Toronto, and for all that God taught. During my 

internship, I was able to learn more about God’s heart 

for his people, and gain more experience doing ministry 

in both an urban city and a cross-cultural context. I had 

the chance to work at the church’s food and clothing 

bank, which allowed us to get to know and build 

relationships with those in the community that were in 

need. I was also part of a team focusing on outreach to 

a specific neighborhood called Parkdale, and the latter 

part of the summer was spent focusing on running 

various programs in this neighborhood. These included 

hosting prayer walks and prayer groups, holding kids 

camps, holding bike clinics, as well as providing delivery-

style food bank services.  

I saw God at work in all of the different things that I was a part of. I saw God bringing hope, I saw God providing 

for needs. I saw God working in friendships. I was very encouraged to see the work that God was and is, doing 

in this neighborhood. There were significant challenges that we encountered especially in relation to carrying 

out the kids camps. Finding space to use in the neighborhood, COVID related regulations, and other factors 

made the process seem frustrating and hopeless at times. However, God provided everything that was needed 

in perfect time, and that was very much a lesson in trust for me. We were able to hold camps in which lots of 

kids were able to come, have fun together, and hear about Jesus. I was blessed to be surrounded by pastors 

that I was able to learn from, as well as fellow interns.  

Coming out of this internship, I feel both passionate and excited about work in ministry, and heartbroken at 

the pain, the brokenness, and the darkness that is present in our world. But thankfully our God is greater 

than all of that! I would absolutely appreciate your continued prayers. 

Kim Lobbezoo 

 



 

EXCITING UPDATE from our REFUGEE COMMITEE 

Owen Sound Alliance Church is a compassionate place and the commitment to helping others is very evident here. 

Jesus told us to first love God and then to love others – this is a church that takes those commandments seriously.  

One very special way that continues to happen is through refugee sponsorship. OSAC has been actively involved in the 

resettlement of 18 people so far. People who were previously facing a life of constant danger and lack of hope. They 

know how blessed they are and they are grateful – to God, to Canada, and to this church. If you see them at church 

say hi to them and get to know them better; not only will you BE a blessing you will also RECEIVE a blessing.  There are 

two new updates that we are asking you to pray for. 

Very soon, Saba will arrive. She is a young Eritrean 

woman (Aklilu’s sister) who had been living in Egypt 

as a refugee. As a single, Christian woman she 

never feels safe and has prayed for many years to 

come to Canada. We applied to sponsor her more 

than three years ago but the long, involved process 

was further delayed by COVID and all the 

interruptions it brought to international travel. 

Thank you for the money you donated to sponsor 

her. Pray that nothing will interrupt her coming to 

Canada on October 7 and please welcome her 

when you see her.  

Have you met Natu Yousef yet? He is very happy to 

call OSAC his church. He loves the worship and he 

loves Youth Group. He too is an Eritrean refugee 

who came to Canada through a different 

government sponsorship program- that’s a long 

story and maybe someday he will share it. Today is 

not that day. He’s safe and he’s living here in Owen Sound with his uncle 

and cousin. Natu is 17 and he attends St. Mary’s High School. He plays soccer 

with his cousin, Sham; and he works part time at East Side Mario’s.  Natu 

has prayed for a long time to be reunited with at least some of his 

immediate family. This prayer is being answered because our Elders have 

agreed to sponsor Biniyam, his older brother who is currently living in 

Ethiopia. Typically, it takes about two years for the process of sponsorship 

to happen – vetting, medical, history, checking and re checking. In the 

meantime, we ask you to pray for him. We also ask you to consider donating 

to the refugee fund that will now be reactivated to cover the budgeted costs 

of $16,00, for Biniyam.  

Danielle Mulsamajic is the Chair of the Refugee Sponsorship Committee.  

She would appreciate more volunteers for the committee as we prepare for Saba and Biniyam. Please contact her 

danielle@touristtown.ca , or Donna Jansen donnaj5516@gmail.com , if you feel God is calling you to this work.  We are 

grateful for the current members: Hannah Carroll, Aklilu Tewelde, Cai and Rebekah MacDonald, Jeff and Fiona 

Sensenstein, Tony and Rita Bevan, Gail Wood, Donna and Murray Jansen. A very, very big thank you to Norah and Gord 

Toth, Kathy Kellendonk, Lloyd and Elaine Kerr, and Lloyd and Diana Caldwell; they’ve “retired’ from this committee but 

continue to support the newcomers in many different ways.  

Saba 

Biniyam 

Sham & Natu 

mailto:danielle@touristtown.ca
mailto:donnaj5516@gmail.com


 

Fall Baptisms 
On Sunday, October 3rd morning rains couldn’t stop this group of ten from entering into the waters of baptism, just 

like many believers before them.  The Baptisms took place at Kelso Beach just shortly after 12pm. Families and friends 

were able to hear testimonies of forgiveness, new hope and of obedience before the caravan of cars headed to Kelso. 

Upon arrival there was a LARGE crowd of witnesses… PRAISE GOD!! As the candidates entered and left the waters, 

Amazing Grace was played on the bagpipes by our very own Pastor Jeff. Please keep all our candidates in your prayers 

as they continue to seek out God’s will and purpose for their lives. Would you like to be baptized or know more about 

believers’ baptism? Please contact one of our pastors, they would be delighted to walk you through the process and answer 

your questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mackenzie Clark 

Clark Harden 

God, You are my shepherd, 

I lack nothing 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eve Tudor 

Jake Ireland  

Michelle Millman  

Olivia Barber  



 

      

Luke MacDonald  

Tristen Roux  

Joseph Lyman  

Jessica Lyman  



 

Acts 2:38 “Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit.”  

 

 

Kennedy Counahan  

Following the baptisms that 

took place on October 3rd 

Amy Sloss was baptized 

Thanksgiving weekend at 

Sarawak Family Park. 

Kennedy Counahan also 

entered the waters of 

baptism on Sunday, 

October 24th down behind 

the Bayshore Community 

Centre, where 40+ family 

and friends came to witness 

and cheer her on. 



Ladies Gleanings Event 
What an event it was! 
Being our first event after COVID shutdowns, and not able to gather in groups for twenty plus months, the planning 
team was overwhelmed by the goodness of God as the event came together seamlessly. Ladies joined us with their 
home groups, co-workers, they came by themselves (and made new friends). Some came unaware of what the morning 
event would deliver. Testimonies were shared, lessons were learned, food was enjoyed, laughter erupted, and many 
tears fell. We lifted our hands in worship and our souls were filled. Our hearts were overflowing with love for one 
another… we had missed each other’s company. We learned that there are times in our lives that we will need to glean 
from someone and a time to leave something. We dug into the book of Ruth and soaked up the wisdom Naomi had for 
Ruth and the purpose to keep going Ruth gave Naomi. We learned that gleaning may not come easy, and it may come 
from an unexpected place or person. All in all WE ALL HAVE SOMETHING to contribute in whatever season we are in. 
Here are the titles of the books Thelma had mentioned during her sharing time 1. BOUNDARIES by Cloud and Townsend -
It is a Christian perspective on establishing boundaries. 2. TRAVELLING LIGHT by Max Lucado. He goes through Psalm 
23 verse by verse. Very encouraging for anyone facing trials or depression. 3. DO THE NEXT THING by Elisabeth Elliot. It 
may helped when you don’t know what to do next in my life. 

 
The planning team would like to thank everyone that lent a hand to make this event a great success: Colleen, Josie, 
Sierra, Emily, Kaitlyn, Summer, Aleah, Jillian, our Tech guys, Steve, Joel and the many ladies that baked goodies! If 
you missed our event, don’t worry 2022 IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER… STAY TUNE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WARNING| Masks were taken off and we pulled  

in close for photos. Enjoy the beautiful smiles 

Listen to 

the promoting  

of the Spirit 

 

Shots 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Make me your vessel 

Make me an offering 

Leaning to give in my present season 

Jesus, bring new wine out of me 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I tell my soul again, you are Lord of all 

Sing praise, sing praise 

The more we get together the happier we’ll be 

You always 

have  

something 

to share  



Happenings 
SAVE THE DATE 

Sunday, Nov 14 2021 
 
Over the next few weeks we are focusing on 
being thankful for our international 
workers.  We will have the privilege of 
Lizette Lavoie and Gary and Sharon Howell 
come and speak to us in November. 
We want to encourage everyone to 
prayerfully consider how you can contribute 
to the Global Advance Fund.  This is the 
fund from which our Alliance IW receive 
their salaries. 
Currently our church contributions to GAF 
is at $38,000.  Our goal over the next few 
weeks is to reach at least $50,000.  Please 
indicate on your offering envelopes   an 
amount on the Global Advance line and the 
amount. 
Thank you for your ongoing financial and 
prayer support of our IW. 
 
 

Maintenance 
Custodian 
NEEDED 


